
General Rules, Regulations, & Safety Requirements 

2010 AUGRES PIRATE FESTIVAL 
RIVER RAFT RACE 

Sponsored by 

Harbor Inn of AuGres 
 
Date:  August 7, 2010 
Time:  Noon 
Start and Finish Line:  Determined based on condition of river 

1. All rafts must be homemade. 
2. No commercially manufactured hulls. 
3. All rafts must be self-propelled (i.e. poles, oars, paddle-wheels, etc.) or any combination thereof. 
4. The raft deck cannot measure more than 4’x 8’ and must be able to support the weight of the crew. 
5. The deck must be securely fastened to the frame and the frame securely fastened to the flotation 

devices. 
6. A crew must consist of 4 people.  The Captain is a crew member. 
7. A parent or legal guardian must accompany minors. 
8. All crew members must have a Coast Guard approved life jacket and such must be worn at all 

times while a crew member is on the river.  Failure to comply will result in disqualification of the 
entire crew. 

9. All captains will conduct “abandon ship” drills with the crew before leaving the dock. 
10. All crew members must remain aboard his/her vessel for the entire duration of the race or the 

entire crew will be disqualified. 
11. Each raft must be equipped with a tow line at least 10 feet in length. 
12. No glass containers! 
13. All crews are responsible for their own garbage. 
14. Crew members should wear appropriate sun screen. 
15. No mechanical devices or tubing shall be used to propel water balloons. 

16. All crew members shall wear sneakers or other appropriate footwear. 
17. No sharp edges are allowed, including but not limited to bare sheet metal edges. 
18. All protruding fasteners, including but not limited to bolts, screws, and nails, must be sawed off, 

filed, and taped. 
19. All entries are subject to inspection prior to launching and will be subject to disqualification at the 

discretion of the Pirate Board.  
20. All rafts must run the entire race course on their own accord to be eligible for any awards. 
21. Any raft that has not crossed the finish line by the allotted time of 25 minutes is required to accept a 

mandatory tow and becomes ineligible for any awards. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



Raft Requirements 
Every raft is required to have the following items:  
� LEMON OR LIME TO WARD OFF SCURVY 
� SHIP’S WHEEL 
� FLAG 

 

Entry Fees 
There is no entry fee for our fellow pirates. 

 

Release Agreement 
All crew members (the parent or legal guardian of each minor crew member) must sign a Release 
Agreement.   Each captain must be at least 18 years old, and is individually responsible for the actions and 
welfare of his or her entire crew. 

 

Race Course 
AuGres River near the State Dock facility.  Definitive course will be determined by river conditions at the 
time of festival. 

 

Start of the Race 
The race will start promptly at 12:00 Noon.  Rafts are to be launched and at the designated start area by 
11:30 a.m. for a team meeting. 

 
Finish Line 
The race will conclude at a marked finish line.  Captains will be responsible for taking their rafts off of the 
water at the finish of the race.  The race is finished when the first raft crosses the finish line with all 4 crew 
members on the raft.  Any person jumping off the raft for any reason will result in disqualification of the 
entire crew and raft. 

 
Multiple heats may be necessary based on the number of participants.  In such an event, each heat will be 
timed, and the overall winner will be the raft that crosses the finish line the fastest (with all crew members 
aboard). 

 

Prizes 
Best in Show: $500 for best in show and $250 first runner-up and bragging rights. 
FASTEST RAFT:  $250.00 and bragging rights. You can win both best in show & fastest!!! 
NICE TRY:  All rafts that cross the finish line with all crew members aboard, without being disqualified, will 
receive a flag for the crew. 
 

 
 
Drafted by: 
SCHMIDT & PALUMBO, PLC 
By: Elizabeth J. Schnettler (P70883) 
1864 E. Hwy US-23, Ste. A 
East Tawas, MI 48730 
(989) 362-6189 

 



 
2010 AUGRES PIRATE FESTIVAL RAFT RACE 

Release Agreement 
The undersigned: 

 
1. Fully recognizes and assumes all risks and hazards involved in the AuGres Pirate Festival Raft Race. 
2. Has read and understands the 2010 General Rules and Regulations/Safety Requirements Document, 

consisting of two (2) pages, and incorporated herein by reference.  
3. Shall be responsible for all claims of liability of any kind arising out of the undersigned’s actions, 

including but not limited to personal injury and property damage to him or herself or others, and 
shall indemnify and hold harmless the Riff Raff Crew, Riff Raff Crew, Inc., City of AuGres, any 
sponsors, volunteers, agents, officials, employees, their representatives and successors from any 
such liability.  

4. Knows that participating in this event can be a potentially hazardous activity and that I should not 
participate unless I am medically able.  I assume all risks associated with participating in this event.  
Having read this waiver and knowing these facts and in consideration of your accepting my entry, I 
for myself and anyone entitled to act on my behalf waive and release the Riff Raff Crew, Riff Raff 
Crew, Inc., City of AuGres, any sponsors, volunteers, agents, officials, employees, and their 
representatives and successors from any and all claims of liability of any kind arising out of my 
participation in this event, even if that liability may arise out of negligence or carelessness on the 
part of persons named in this waiver. 

5. Captain:  The Captain is at least 18 years of age, and shall be responsible for the safety of his or her 
crew members. 

 
__________________________________ ___________________________________ _________________ 
Captain’s Printed Name Captain’s Signature Date  
 
__________________________________ ___________________________________ _________________ 
Captain’s Printed Name Captain’s Signature Date  
 (Parent/legal guardian if under 18, print & sign) 
 
__________________________________ ___________________________________ _________________ 
Captain’s Printed Name Captain’s Signature Date  
 (Parent/legal guardian if under 18, print & sign) 
 
__________________________________ ___________________________________ _________________ 
Captain’s Printed Name Captain’s Signature Date  
 (Parent/legal guardian if under 18, print & sign) 
 
 
TEAM NAME:  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Mail to:        Drafted by: 
AuGres Pirate Raft Race      Schmidt & Palumbo, PLC 
C/O Heather Garry       By: Elizabeth J. Schnettler (P70883) 
P.O. Box 202        1864 E. Hwy US-23. Ste. A 
AuGres, MI 48703       East Tawas, MI 48730 
Questions: augrespiratefestival@charterinternet.com  (989) 362-6189 
www.augrespiratefestival.org 


